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It’s time to dig into some content and grow together. Remember, this is a safe 
environment and your input is valid and welcome, so join in! 

  

W I N  
Grow in your relationship with your spouse, with other couples, and with God. 

C O N N E C T  
Spend some time sharing how everyone’s week has been and connect on a personal 
level through icebreaker questions. 

• Do you have children? Grandchildren? How many and what are their ages? 

• What is your favorite family photograph? Why? 

• What is one family goal you hope to accomplish in 2022? 

L E A R N  
Every once in a while, we run into people stuck in unchangeable, unalterable, in-the-
meantime circumstances who get to the place where they’re able and willing to 
receive their circumstances, their afflictions, their illnesses, their losses, and their 
disabilities as coming from the hand of their heavenly Father. How do these people 
maintain extraordinary faith despite extraordinarily difficult circumstances? Where do 
they find the peace that characterizes their lives? 

Watch In The Meantime, Part 2: “A Purpose and a Promise” Video (19:32) 

Discuss: 

1. Why do you think people assume that faith in God will remove adversity from life? 
Have you ever made that assumption? If so, how did it influence your relationship 
with God? 

2. Talk about a time when you or someone you knew faced difficult circumstances 
and God was silent. How did that experience affect your faith in the short term? 
How did it affect your faith in the long term? 

3. Is it difficult for you to accept that challenging circumstances can come from the 
hand of a loving God? Why or why not?
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4. Read 2 Corinthians 12:7–10. What would it look like for you to “delight in weakness” 
for the sake of Jesus? How would it change the way you respond to adversity? 

5. Do you feel permission to plead with God to take away your difficult 
circumstances? Do you believe he responds to that kind of prayer? Why or why 
not?  

6. What is the “thorn in your side,” the ongoing struggle or challenge that you can’t 
change and about which you need to accept God’s grace in order to move 
forward? What can you do to begin to view that “thorn” as a gift that comes with 
a purpose and a promise from your heavenly Father? How can this group support 
you? 

P R A Y  

Throughout your time as a group, you’ll pray together. Ask God to help you see 
adversity through the lens of God, rather than seeing God through the lens of 
adversity. 

W H A T ’ S  N E X T  

You’ll continue with your study for four sessions total. The group leader will send out 
specifics and any light homework to do prior to your next group meeting. 
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